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Annual Meeting Elects Two to Board of Directors

Continued on page 7

Homeowners returned two Direc-
tors to the Board at the Association’s
annual meeting March 26, which was
highlighted by a special celebration
of North Fairlington’s 30 years as a
successful condo association.

Under the theme, “Celebrating 30
Years, 1978-2008,” the meeting saw
the presentation of awards to outstand-
ing volunteers, reviewed develop-
ments from the condo’s early years,
and heard reports on the condo’s af-
fairs from the Association’s president
and its outside auditor.

Carmel Cassidy was elected to her
fourth term on the Board as a Direc-
tor from Ward 3, while Anne Gates
was elected to her first full term on
the Board from Ward 5. The two
candidates bring to the Board
significantly different expe-
riences in Fairlington. Cassidy is an
original owner, while Gates moved
into Fairlington in 2006.

Cassidy has served as Treasurer
since 2000, and previously served as
Secretary. She was the chair of the
Communications Committee in the
early 1980s. Gates was selected by the
Board last summer to fill the Ward 5

vacancy created
by the resigna-
tion of Victor
Morales.

Directors re-
ceive no compen-
sation for their
service.

Once again
this year, the
online voting op-
tion proved
popular with resi-
dents, with more
than 300 people
casting their
proxies online.

Mirta Arazoza
and Sharon
Bisdee received
the Board’s
Amanda Taylor Award for outstand-
ing volunteer service to North
Fairlington. The award is named for
the first chair of the Buildings &
Grounds Committee.

“These two people—one an out-
standing committee chair and one a
key member of several committees—
represent the best in Fairlington,”

President Guy Land said.
Arazoza has chaired the Parking,

Security & Traffic Committee since
2004, serves on the Go Green Com-
mittee, and has participated in a num-
ber of the spring and fall walk-
throughs.

Bisdee was an active force in helping

Condo to Focus on Water Conservation
Management, key committees, and the Board will be developing a condo-

wide water conservation plan as one of the priorities for the year set by Asso-
ciation President Guy Land.

Over the past five years, the condo’s water and sewer expenses have jumped
almost 50 percent, driven in large part by increases in the rates charged by
Arlington County. The county budget calls for another increase of almost 15
percent this year.

Water and sewer expenses now constitute over 10 percent of the
Association’s budget and are the largest single operating expenditure in the

Time to Renew
Your ID
Condo fee accounts
must be current to
update ID cards for
pool and tennis
court use.

PHOTO BY GUY LAND 
Ward 3 Director Carmel Cassidy and Ward 5 Director Anne Gates
were elected at the 2008 Annual Meeting in March.

Continued on page 10
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Outdoor Fun in Fairlington
Pools Open in May

Join your neighbors in welcoming
the 2008 pool season on Saturday, May
24. Changes to the pool operations
this year include a re-vamped pool
operating schedule and minor changes
to the Rules that include prohibiting
smoking at all pools.

The 2008 operating hours adopted
by the Board address increases in at-
tendance at all pools and provide a
more even spread among the pools.
There is some variation in the pool
schedules. We recommend you post
the enclosed schedule on your refrig-
erator for reference.

The Board and Pool Committee rely
on the attendance information from
the sign in sheets when crafting the
pool schedule, and we ask that you
please be sure to sign in immediately
upon entering the pool area.

Any concerns or questions regard-
ing use of the pool should be directed
to the lifeguard and Management.

YMCA to Offer Swim Classes
Back by popular demand, the

YMCA will offer a variety of swim
classes for children and adults this
summer in North Fairlington. These
classes which were highly successful
the past two years are offered only to
residents of North or South
Fairlington.

The children’s classes that are

offered are “Perch” (ages 19-36
months), “Pike”(ages 3-5 years) and
“Polliwog” (ages 6-11 years). Adult
classes are also being offered for ages
18 and older. Please refer to the in-
sert for times and dates of all classes.

Classes are $55 per child and $66
per adult.  The flyer and applications
will also be available on the
Fairlington website and at the man-
agement office.

—Paul Emig,
Co-Chair, Pool Committee

It’s Time for Tennis
Get ready for tennis! The Tennis

Committee will be sponsoring Friday
Night Parties at 7 p.m. on the main
courts on the third Friday of every
month starting in May, weather per-
mitting. For the usual cheap rate of
$5 per person you can play some ten-
nis with new friends and old. Parties
are planned for these Fridays: May 16,
June 20, July 18, August 15 and Sep-
tember 19. We supply the tennis balls,
drinks and snacks.

Want to have your name put on a
list of players in Fairlington in order
to find new people to hit or play with?
Contact Katy Johnson at
katyjink@yahoo.com.

Once again, Nat Pitts will be con-
ducting free tennis clinics for begin-
ners in May to get you limbered up
for the season.  Lessons will be given

on court 5 at the main courts behind
the community center. They will start
at 10 a.m. and last for one hour on
the following Saturdays: May 10, May
17, May 24, and May 31.

Don’t forget to renew your
Fairlington ID and put it up while
playing on the tennis courts.

Lessons with our Tennis Pro
Our tennis pro, Jim Hackett, is

available for lessons again this year.
Prices are:

Private 1-hour lesson: $42
Private series of 6 lessons: $210
Semi-private series of 6 lessons:

$252
Group lessons for 4 people: $280

for 6 1-hour lessons
Contact Jim at 703-569-7438

(home) or 703-203-2927 (cell) for
information and to set up a time.

Tot Lot Welcomes Kids
Spring is a great time to take your

young children to North Fairlington’s
tot lot, located between the commu-
nity center and the management of-
fice.

Slides, swings, and a giant green
caterpillar create an attractive play
environment that can keep children
entertained and provide healthy ex-
ercise. A fence surrounds the tot lot
for added safety.

PHOTOS BY GUY LAND 
Left: An enthusiastic
crowd awaited the Easter
Bunny’s arrival in North
Fairlington. Right: A young
Fairlingtonian welcomes
the Easter Bunny to the
community center.
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The Recycling Bin
Recycling Glass

Fairlington residents can recycle clean
glass containers, such as food jars; wine, beer,
and liquor bottles; and iced tea containers.

Please remove all caps, lids, and neck rings from recy-
clable glass containers, and remove any ceramic or wire
caps from beer bottles. Put your clean recyclable glass
directly into the recycling bins. Do not dispose of your
recyclables in plastic bags.

Dispose of non-recyclable glass (and related) items
with your household trash. These items include crystal
and opaque drinking glasses, ceramic coffee cups, clay
garden pots, mirrors, light bulbs, and heat-resistant
ovenware such as Pyrex. Unwanted materials thrown
into the recycling bin decrease the value of recovered
glass and increase recycling costs.

Recycling in Fairlington – Go Green
Every Tuesday night/Wednesday morning,

Fairlington residents can recycle the following items:
• Aluminum beverage and other metal cans
• Corrugated cardboard
• Glass bottles and jars
• Mixed paper and light cardboard
• Newspapers and glossy inserts
• Plastic containers with narrow necks
Place your mixed paper, light cardboard, newspa-

pers, magazines, and glossy inserts in a paper bag adja-
cent to the recycling bins. All commingled recyclables
should be placed directly into the bins. Do not place
plastic bags in the recycling bins.

—Claudia Jellett

Residents Boost Yard Debris Recycling
North Fairlington residents dramatically increased

their recycling of yard debris in April, compared with
last year.  More than 230 biodegradable bags were
picked up this year, compared with 109 last year.

North Fairlington is one of the few multi-family prop-
erties to participate in Arlington County’s yard debris
recycling program. The debris is taken to the county’s
facility for recycling into mulch.

Special thanks go to David Dunn of Capitol Ser-
vices (the condo’s trash contractor), who picked up
the bags at no extra charge for the third year in a row.
Thanks also to our residents, who have made this pilot
program such a huge success.

Long & Foster Sponsors Paper Shred
Fairlington’s first ever community paper shred is

made possible by the generous support of Long &
Foster. The Board appreciates Long & Foster’s
financial support of this event.

Board Elects Officers
The coming year’s slate of officers looks a lot like last

year’s, as the Board re-elected all four officers by accla-
mation.

Ward 1 Director Guy Land begins his eighth year as
president, and Ward 2 Director Sarah Kish continues as
vice president.

Director Carmel Cassidy, who was just elected to a new
three-year term on the Board from Ward 3, continues as
treasurer, while At-Large Director Terry Placek returns as
secretary. Both are original owners.

The Board re-appointed Director Jerry Kraus, who rep-
resents Ward 6, as assistant treasurer and designated Ward
5 Director Anne Gates as assistant secretary. Gates was
elected to her first full term on the Board at the annual
meet ing .

Land asked the Board and Management to fo-
cus on four major areas for the coming year:

• Upgrading the management office’s computer
database and integrating it into a robust GIS
database management system.

• Designing and implementing an effective water con-
servation program.

• Responding to the changing demographics of
Fairlington.

• Engaging in succession planning to develop new lead-
ers for the condo association.

The Go Green Committee and Long & Foster of
Fairlington are co-sponsoring a paper shredding event on
May 17 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the community center
parking lot. Office Shredding will be onsite with a mobile
shredding truck to safely destroy—and later recycle—your
personal papers.

To help reduce your risk of exposure to identity theft,
you should shred documents such as credit card applica-
tions and receipts; cancelled checks and debit receipts;
investment account statements; and any piece of unwanted
paper that contains addresses, account numbers or access
information, or birth dates.

The Go Green Committee would like to extend a spe-
cial thanks to the staff at Long & Foster of Fairlington
for co-sponsoring this event.

—Scott Kish and Shelly Burns

May 17 Paper Shredding
Event Set for Fairlington

Sign Policy Reminder
Please remember that the By-Laws prohibit the display

of signs from unit windows. In recent weeks a number of
residents have placed real estate or political signs in their
windows. Residents should remove these, as they are not
permitted.

Real estate signs are permitted outside, but they must
be placed in beds adjacent to the building. Management
is authorized to remove improperly placed signs.
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 Activities Around the Grounds 
Spring Yard Sale May 3

The Spring Yard Sale is Saturday,
May 3, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. The com-
munity doesn’t allow separate yard
sales on the property, so this is your
big chance to clear out your closets
and attics, and to buy cool new stuff
from your neighbors!

Just bring your yard sale items up
to the community center parking lot
between 7 and 8 a.m. and choose a
lot to set up your sale. The cost is only
$10 a lot. No reservations are neces-
sary.

All yard sale participants are re-
sponsible for setting up their own sale
and for cleaning up after themselves.
We also recommend that you bring
extra cash for making change for your
customers.

You may want to bring extra funds
with you to treat yourself to some
goodies at our bake sale. We’ll be
serving tasty baked goods, hot dogs,
popcorn, sodas, water, and juices.

We are looking for some volunteers
to help out by donating or selling
baked goods, making coffee, hot dogs
or popcorn.  If you’re interested in
volunteering, call the office at 703-
379-1440 and let us know.

Come on out and have some fun!

Spring Plant Sale May 3
The community plant sale takes

place during the Spring Yard Sale on
Saturday, May 3, from 8 a.m. until 1
p.m. Over 1,000 plants will be offered

at a 40% discount from our wholesale
costs. The cost per plant is one dol-
lar.

These plants are intended to be
sold to North Fairlington residents
only and to be placed in common ar-
eas for all to enjoy.

Offered this year will be Impatiens
(coral, red and purple), Begonias (red,
white and pink), Geraniums (red and
purple), and Vinca (deep red, blue
pearl, and white broad eye).

30-Somethings May 8
Join your Fairlington neighbors for

a cocktail (or two) at the monthly 30-
Somethings Happy Hour on Thurs-
day, May 8, at 7 p.m. at Ping in
Shirlington. Then please save the date
for our next Happy Hour on Thurs-
day, June 19.

Both singles and couples are wel-
come - the more the merrier! If you
want to be added to the list, please
contact Jeff Hewitt at
j.b.hewitt@verizon.net or Kavita
Kalsy at kkalsy@hotmail.com.

Pet Happy Hour May 16
Calling all furry Fairlingtonians and

pet parents! Back by popular demand,
we will host the fourth annual “You
Ain’t Nothing But a Hound Dog”
Happy Hour on Friday, May 16, from
6–9 p.m. in the community center
parking lot, weather permitting. We’ll
provide the beer, light snacks (for hu-
mans and pets), and water bowls, you

provide the fun! Other
leashed pets are also wel-
come.

If you would like to
help at this event,
email activities@
fairlingtonvillages.com.

Meet the
Lifeguards May 23

Help launch the sum-
mer pool season by wel-
coming our new life-
guards Friday, May 23
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at
pool 5. 

Light snacks, soft
drinks, and good

conversation will help us introduce
Fairlington to the guards, most of
whom will again be from Eastern Eu-
rope.

Book Group May 27
The Book Group will meet on Tues-

day, May 27, at 7:30 p.m. in the com-
munity center to discuss The Friday
Night Knitting Club by Kate Jacobs.
Julia Roberts has been cast to be in
this movie which is currently in pro-
duction.

Please join us again on June 24 to
discuss The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A
Natural History of Four Meals by
Michael Pollan. For more informa-
tion, please contact Kavita Kalsy at
kkalsy@hotmail.com.

Margarita Party June 7
Mark your calendar! North

Fairlington will celebrate the begin-
ning of the summer season with our
annual Margarita Party on June 7
from 6 to 9 p.m. at pool 3.

Volunteers are needed to make this
day a success! If you are interested
in helping, please email the Com-
munity Activities Committee at
activities@fairlingtonvillages.com.

Fairlingtonians Greet the
Easter Bunny

An excited and eager crowd of
roughly 75 kids turned out for our
second annual Easter Egg Hunt in
March. Thanks to the Community
Activities Committee’s event coordi-
nators, Janis Johnston and Arline
K e r r i g a n .

We also had great Bunny as-
sistants this year: Terry
Placek, Wanda Edwards, Sarah
Kish, Kevin Roughgarden, Tracy
and Tessie Darroch and Charlie
P e r k i n s .

And, of course, the special
appearance by the Easter Bunny
(aka Alan Byroade) was the hit
of the morning. The Bunny worked
the rope line even better than McCain
or Obama.

A special thanks also goes
to Long & Foster for provid-
ing several hundred eggs.

PHOTO BY GUY LAND

Tom Curteman, Patty Briotta and Dedra Seibel Curteman
enjoy a visit at April’s popular wine and cheese event.

All Smiles
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Celebrating 30 Years, 1978-2008

PHOTO BY GUY LAND

The meeting honored Past Presidents, including John Blazer, Tom
Burke, Scott Gardner, and Terry Placek.

PHOTO BY BOB TETRO

Wanda Edwards received a special recognition
award from President Guy Land.

PHOTO BY BOB TETRO

Board President Guy Land congratulated this year’s Amanda Tay-
lor Award winners, Sharon Bisdee and Mirta Arazoza.

PHOTO BY GUY LAND

Past and Present Board members Andi Dies, Nancy Hunt, Glenda
Taylor, Carmel Cassidy, and Terry Placek took a bow for their
leadership.

PHOTO BY GUY LAND

Vice President Sarah
Kish cut the 30th An-
niversary cake at the
reception following
the meeting.

PHOTO BY GUY LAND 
Susan Kernan wel-
comes residents to the
Annual Meeting at
Abingdon School.

PHOTO BY BOB TETRO

Guy Land presented Pat Teske with a
special recognition award for her help
with technology issues.
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North Fairlington residents ex-
pressed satisfaction with the quality
of services and life in the 2008 Owner/
Resident Survey. Over 61 percent of
respondents indicated that condo fees
are reasonable for the services and
amenities provided. Fifty-one percent
felt that the current
spending priorities are
appropriate; 21 per-
cent felt they are not
appropriate and 28
percent did not regis-
ter an opinion.

More than 70 percent said that fi-
nancial information about the budget
and actual expenses are reasonably
available to residents.

More than 60 percent of the re-
sponses to questions about the admin-
istrative and maintenance staff indi-
cated a high or very high level of sat-
isfaction. Satisfaction with the Board
was rated as average or higher by 46
percent of respondents with 50 per-
cent entering no opinion.

More than 60 percent of the resi-
dents responding indicated a high or
very high level of satisfaction with the

maintenance of grounds, care of trees
and courtyard plantings and snow re-
moval. Fewer respondents (43 per-
cent) were as positive about the ap-
pearance of the turf.  Satisfaction with
grounds lighting was positively rated
by 51 percent of the participants. Sat-

isfaction with trash and
recycling were rated
high or very high by
almost 80 percent of
the respondents.

Satisfaction with
maintenance of the tennis courts was
rated high or very high by 40 percent
of the responses; 49 percent of the re-
spondents had no opinion. Conve-
nience of pool hours was rated as high
or very high by 48 percent of the re-
sponses; 25 percent entered no opin-
ion.

Parking rules were rated as reason-
able by 92 percent. Currently resi-
dents can initiate towing of cars with-
out proper decals without a warning.
Residents were split about how tow-
ing should be initiated. Fifty-one per-
cent indicated that a warning should
be issued before a car is towed. But in

If a friend was considering moving to
North Fairlington, what positive
things would you tell them about
living here?

Nice self contained neighborhood
that feels like the suburbs but close
to the city (an oasis); good sense of
community, with amenities and activi-
ties; people are friendly, neighborly.

Location, location, location.
Trees and open green space.
Ambience and attractive appear-

ance of neighborhood.
Fairlington is a good place to in-

vest in. It is generally safe and well
cared for. The buses are mostly on
time and you can live here without a
car.

Historic property with character.
Very established neighborhood

with a true ‘community’ feel and His-
toric Designation to boot. Trash
pickup available 6 days per week and
curbside recycling! Convenient loca-

North Fairlington Quality of Life Ranks High in Survey
response to another question, 57 per-
cent felt that Management should
periodically check the lots for viola-
tions and have the violators towed
(i.e., random towing).

Enforcement of the pet rules was
rated as just right by 38 percent, too
lax by 24 percent, and 36 percent had
no opinion.

The trash rules are viewed as rea-
sonable by 92 percent of the respon-
dents. Enforcement of the trash rules
was rated as just right by 54 percent
and too lax by 19 percent. Seventy-
eight percent of residents opposed
reducing the frequency of trash
pickup and 68 percent felt that once
a week recycling is sufficient.

The survey was conducted in
March. The total number of responses
was 498, and 308 of these were sub-
mitted online. The last time the sur-
vey was conducted (in 2005), there
were only 49 online responses out of
a total 492.

Survey results will be available on
the website.

— Sue Finkel

tion, close to DC with a unique ur-
ban and suburban feeling.

Safe neighborhood.
Friendliness and sense of commu-

nity.
Well maintained and run.
Pet friendly.

What negative things would you tell
them about living here?

Limited parking spaces. By sharing
walls with neighbors you are more
likely to share noises that are undesir-
able at undesirable hours. You are
obliged to conform to all the rules and
regulations.

High condo fees.
Streets congested with parked cars.
Water intrusion.
Old buildings require more and

more maintenance.
Trash pickup is always severely

late, many owners do not pick up af-
ter their dogs, concerns about erosion

and water management/drainage, and
infrastructure such as common pipes.

Poor soundproofing between units,
noisy neighbors.

Too many pets that aren’t cleaned
up after, high condo fees, parking.

Recent increases in crime.
Poor response to maintenance re-

quests.
Insufficient street lighting in some

areas.

Residents Speak Out on Key Condo Matters and Policies

Survey Thanks
Special thanks to Sue Finkel, Linda

Del Bene, Marilyn Brazier, and Sarah
Kish for designing the survey and to
John Williams and the condo office
staff for handling the data input. 

And thanks to the hundreds of
Fairlington residents who took time
to give us your thoughts. We appreci-
ate it!

Over 61 percent
said condo fees
are reasonable.
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Continuing the renovation of the
apartment hallways, launching a bal-
cony column reinforcement project,
and renovating a swimming pool high-
light the infrastructure work plan for
the coming year agreed to by the
Board and Management at an infor-
mal work session in April.

Ongoing activities would include
the replacement of slate and flat roofs,
relining the sewer laterals, and evalu-
ating the gutter demonstration
project.

The hallway project, which was
launched last spring, is designed to be
carried out in five phases. Phase 1 was
completed last summer, and phase 2
wrapped up earlier this year. Under
the plan outlined by the Board, phase

Board Sets Year’s Priorities for Infrastructure Work

Continued on page 11

shape the hallway renovation project,
represents Ward 6 on the Buildings &
Grounds Committee, and led several
informal “King Street Cleanup” activi-
ties along Fairlington’s King Street
boundary.

Land presented a President’s spe-
cial recognition award to Wanda
Edwards and Pat Teske. The Ward 3
representative on the Buildings &
Grounds Committee in the mid-
1980s, Edwards has been a “quiet but
effective” member of the Community
Activities Committee.

Teske has assisted with technology

Annual Meeting
Continued from page 1

3 (Ward 5) would begin in late sum-
mer or early fall and last approxi-
mately six months.

An outside engineer has conducted
an inspection of all the balcony sup-
port columns and has recommended
that they either be replaced or rein-
forced. Because of corrosion due to
moisture inside the columns, they no
longer meet code and need to be
strengthened. The engineer has
pointed out, however, that the bal-
conies are not unsafe.

The Board will consider an RFP for
the balcony reinforcement contract
later this year, with actual work ex-
pected to begin next spring. The
project is expected to take two or
three years and cost $1.5-2 million.

After deferring action for several
years, the Board plans to begin the
multi-year schedule of renovating the
pools. The pool contractor has
warned that the pools have reached
their life expectancy, are beginning to
deteriorate, and are at risk of suffer-
ing major structure failures that could
render them unusable.

The work would not begin until
after the pool season and would take
advantage of lower prices that are
available during the off-season.

Major infrastructure projects are
paid for from reserves, and the Board
has been increasing the annual con-
tribution to reserves to reflect the in-
creasing costs of maintaining an ag-
ing property.

decisions and operations, providing
advice on equipment purchases for
the Association, and trouble-shooting
when the video equipment develops
problems.

Land also paid special tribute to the
Go Green Committee, led by co-
chairs Scott Kish and Claudia Jellett.
He noted that in two years the com-
mittee had gone from start-up to one
of Fairlington’s most popular commit-
tees, sponsoring key events such as
the electronics recycling and the up-
coming community paper shred.

30th Anniversary
Awards

To celebrate the
condo’s 30th anniver-
sary milestone, the
Board created two
special awards—a
“Community Leader-
ship Award” and a
“Founders Award.”

Nancy Hunt took
the Community Lead-
ership Award, which
represents contribu-
tions to the broader
Fairlington commu-
nity.

Hunt served two

years as president of the condo asso-
ciation, three years as president of the
Fairlington Citizens Association, and
currently chairs the Arlington County
Planning Commission.

North Fairlington owner Paul
Ferguson, who is also the former Ar-
lington County Board Chair and the
current Arlington County Clerk of
Court, joined Land in presenting the
award to Hunt, commending Hunt
particularly for long hours of work on
the Planning Commission.

The Founders Award, represent-
ing 30 years of unparalleled continu-
ous service to North Fairlington,
went to Terry Placek. An original
owner, she was an early member of
the Buildings & Grounds Commit-
tee, received the Amanda Taylor
Award in 1983, and has served on
the Board since 1986. She also
helped create the Fairlington His-
torical Society.

Reports
In his President’s report, Land out-

lined the major infrastructure projects
that the Association has ongoing and
on the drawing board, emphasized the
financial soundness of the Associa-
tion, and highlighted ways the Asso-

PHOTO BY BOB TETRO

Guy Land and Arlington County official—and North
Fairlington owner—Paul Ferguson congratulate Community
Leadership Award winner Nancy Hunt.
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High Grass in
Fairlington

Many of you may have observed
that the grass this spring was allowed
to grow for a longer period prior to
the first mowing. This was done to
stimulate root growth and germina-
tion of the over seeding that was ap-
plied in March. This practice should
nurture healthier and stronger turf
during the summer months.

Newly installed plants and sod
need added care during the growing
and summer periods. They need fre-
quent watering to protect the surface
roots. Established plants require a
good soaking about once a week.
Neither the grounds contractor nor
Management water the common ar-
eas. Residents are asked to pitch in
and perform this chore. The office has
hoses and several types of sprinklers
that can be checked out through fall.

We are proud of the appearance of
our grounds and landscape. Please
help maintain the beauty of
Fairlington.

— David Rose

North Fairlington lost a key member of the community
with the death last month of Barbara Mayhew.

An original owner, Barbara was active in a wide variety
of condo affairs throughout the 30 years she lived here. In

the 1990s she chaired the Parking
& Security Committee, calmly han-
dling towing complaints, working
with the patrol service, and assess-
ing our lighting needs.

Even when she was battling can-
cer, she still offered her services to
the community, serving earlier this
spring as a member of the Elections
Committee.

The Board recognized her con-
tribution to the community in 1999
by giving her the Amanda Taylor
Award for outstanding volunteer
service.

In many ways large and small, Fairlington bears the im-
print of Barbara’s commitment and energy. She was passion-
ate about what we needed to be doing to improve our com-
munity, and she was always available when we needed extra
help. We will miss her steady hand and quiet smile.

— Guy Land

In Memoriam

If you think you’ve been seeing a
lot more families with young children
in North Fairlington, then informal
results from March’s survey confirm
your impression. Almost a fourth of
Fairlington’s residents are under age
18, with most of them clustered un-
der age 5.

This is a dramatic departure from
the early days of Fairlington, when the
condo was informally known as a
“singles” community, there were very
few families with children, and the
overwhelming majority of residents
were under 35.

In 1978 residents responded to a
similar survey. With the caveat that
the age categories were slightly differ-
ent and participation in the survey
may not have been uniform across all
age groups, comparing the two surveys
allows us to observe the dramatic
changes in North Fairlington’s demo-
graphics over the past 30 years.

Fairlington is getting both younger
and older, as the number of families
with young children grows, while

Fairlington’s Changing Demographics
many of
Fairlington’s
original own-
ers are aging
in place. You
could al-
ready tell this
by observing
the number
of baby
strollers and
the growing
number of
h a n d i c a p
parking slots.

T h e
March survey provides some hard
numbers to these impressionistic ob-
servations and shows how Fairlington’s
population is becoming much more
evenly spread across all age brackets.

These demographic changes create
a variety of policy choices for the
community, as the interests and needs
of our residents become much more
diverse with the leveling out of age
brackets. We need activities, ameni-

Fairlington Demographics
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ties, and policies that will appeal to
young families, while recognizing that
many of our residents are now ap-
proaching retirement, with a signifi-
cantly different set of concerns.

Balancing these demands will be
critical to maintaining the special
sense of community that makes
Fairlington unique.

— Guy Land
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Location
Fairlington Villages
A Condominium Association
3001 South Abingdon Street
Arlington, Virginia  22206

Hours
8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday
Closed Sundays and federal holidays

Communications
Telephone:  703-379-1440
Fax:  703-379-1451
General Info Email: office@fairlingtonvillages.com
Service Request Email: service@fairlingtonvillages.com
Website: www.fairlingtonvillages.com

Staff
Michelle R. Jolles General Manager
Miguel Galvez Facilities Manager
Trish Lall Operations Manager
John Williams Office Manager
Mayea Henderson Resident Services Coordinator

Emergency
After Hours Emergency: 703-600-6000

Patrol Service
To contact security duty officer, call 703-930-7282.
If the officer does not answer, the phone will page him/her.
If the officer does not call back within 10 minutes, call again.
Security hours: 8 p.m.-5 a.m. nightly.

Property Management Office

Do You Know Where Your Docu-
ments Are? When you bought a home
in North Fairlington, you should have
received copies of all our governing
documents, including the Residents
Handbook, prior to or at closing. Some-
times these documents get lost among
all the other papers you received at
closing. And many homebuyers are so

involved moving into their new homes, they don’t take
the time to read all the fine print.

It’s very important to have copies of the governing
documents because you are expected to comply with all
rules and regulations of the community. You’ll also want
to stay informed by reading all materials provided by the
Association, including this newsletter, which is distrib-
uted monthly. It is the most widely used form of commu-
nication with all residents and non-resident owners. Fi-
nally, visit our website where you will also find useful in-
formation.

If there’s anything you don’t understand in all these
documents, please contact the management office. We’ll
be glad to clarify any confusing language or give you other
materials that answer your questions.

Stay well informed to avoid rules violations and mis-
understandings.

The Homeowner Forum: All Association Board meet-
ings are open meetings and residents are encouraged to
attend and observe this business meeting each month. At
each meeting, the Homeowner Forum tops the agenda.
Time is provided for residents to address the Board re-
garding matters that are not already on the agenda. Here
are a few tips for participating:

1. Put it in writing. Put your question or opinion in
writing (email or letter) and deliver it to the manage-
ment office the week before the meeting to allow the
Board time to consider your concern prior to the meet-
ing. This isn’t mandatory, but it helps you and the Board.
Some issues may require a little research by the manager
to assist the Board in being prepared.

2. Plan your remarks to be less than five minutes.
Board members enjoy hearing from residents; however,
the meeting agenda is always very full. The five-minute
limit ensures that all business gets conducted. If your con-
cern requires more time, please summarize it in five min-
utes, and the Board will add it to the agenda for the next
meeting.

3. Don’t expect an immediate response. All issues re-
quire discussion and sometimes a vote. Occasionally an
immediate answer is possible, but the matter may be car-
ried to the next meeting.

4. If you need general information, call the manager.
Residents seeking general information and updates should
contact the management office.

Manager’s Corner
Michelle R. Jolles, CMCA®, AMS®, PCAM®

PHOTO BY GUY LAND

Arlington and Alexandria police join members of the Parking,
Security & Traffic Committee in reviewing North Fairlington safety
issues. The group focused particularly on the area around 28th
Street, Columbus Street, and King Street.

Safety Check
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The News is published by
Fairlington Villages,
A Condominium Association

Newsletter Staff
Editor  Linda Del Bene
Designer MBC ink
Webmaster Chris Larson

Board of Directors
President, Ward 1 Director

Guy Land 703-998-7663
Vice President, Ward 2 Director

Sarah Kish 703-379-6369
Treasurer, Ward 3 Director

Carmel Cassidy 703-379-1610
Secretary, At-Large Director

Terry Placek 703-671-7550
Ward 4 Director

Larry Straub 703-379-1739
Ward 5 Director

Anne Gates 571-527-9545
Ward 6 Director

Jerry Kraus 571-970-2771
At-Large Director

Roger Lowe 703-931-0418
At-Large Director

Andi Dies 703-836-3323

Committee Chairs
Buildings & Grounds

David Rose 703-845-0864
b&g@fairlingtonvillages.com

Communications
Linda Del Bene 703-820-5135
comm@fairlingtonvillages.com

Community Activities
Jennifer Butler 703-998-6581
Tracy Darroch 703-845-5825
activities@fairlingtonvillages.com

Parking, Security & Traffic
Mirta Arazoza 703-824-8140
parksec@fairlingtonvillages.com

Pool
Paul Emig 703-845-9064
Ellen Varley 703-671-4871
pools@fairlingtonvillages.com

Tennis
Peggy Bultman 703-998-7305

Variance
Mark Loring 703-379-6199
variance@fairlingtonvillages.com

I. Homeowner Forum
II. Contractor Presentation – Continental Pools, Inc.
III. Call to Order
IV. Establishment of Quorum
V. Approval of Minutes – April 2, 2008
VI. Old Business
VII. New Business

A. Trash Violation – 4729 S. 29th St.
B. Trash Violation – 2994 S. Columbus St., A-2
C. Variance Request – 3039 S. Abingdon St.
D. Request for Handicap Parking – 4601 S. 30th Rd.
E. Intercom Replacement – Wards III, V and VI
F. Exterior Painting – Wards IV and VI
G. Storage Space Rental
H. Chimney Repairs
I. Delinquency Foreclosure Authorization

VIII. Management Action Items
IX. Reports

1. Officers  (President, Secretary and Treasurer’s Reports)
2. Committees
3. Management’s Financial Report
4. Management’s Administrative Report
5. Maintenance Reports
6. Operations Reports

X. Establishment of Next Board Meeting – June 4, 2008
XI. Adjournment of Meeting

The following is the preliminary agenda of the May 7 Board of Directors
meeting. The Board invites residents to review the agenda, contact a Board
member with concerns or suggestions, and attend. The meeting will be
held at 7 p.m. at the community center.

The agenda and the management report are available for review in the man-
agement office. The Board packet is available for review beginning on the
Thursday before the meeting.

Board Meeting Agenda
May 7, 2008

Comments, articles, and letters
are welcome. The deadline for
submissions is the 10th of each
month. Please deliver or email
materials to the management of-
fice. The editor reserves the right
to edit submissions.

Water Conservation
Continued from page 1

overall budget. In FY07, the condo
spent over $615,000 on water and
sewer fees.

“Reducing Fairlington’s water con-
sumption, by the Association and by
individual residents, is not only envi-
ronmentally responsible; it also con-
tributes to the condo’s bottom line in
savings on condo fees,” said Land.

The Go Green Committee has
identified this as one of their major
projects for the year, and the Build-
ings & Grounds Committee has al-
ready moved to install more drought-
resistant plants as a way of reducing
water usage.

Staff from the Arlington County
water stewardship office met with both
committees in February to outline
additional steps the community could
take to reduce its water consumption.

Actions to be considered during
the development phase include poten-
tial water usage audits, a water con-
servation education campaign, the
distribution of low-water plumbing
fixtures, and the possibility of indi-
vidual unit metering.

Water conservation is also a major
component of Arlington County’s
Fresh AIRE initiative.
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Board Notes
The Board held its regular meeting on April 2, 2008. The following are highlights:
New Business
A. Variance Request - 2934 S.

Columbus St., C-1: Ms. Dies moved
to approve a variance request to in-
stall attic pull-down stairs in the bed-
room ceiling of the unit. Passed 8-0.

B. Variance Request - 4834 S.
29th St.: Ms. Dies moved to approve
a variance request to remove part of
the wall between the kitchen and din-
ing room of the unit. Passed 8-0.

C. Variance Request - 4711 S. 31st
St.: Ms. Dies moved to approve a vari-
ance request to remove the existing
walls between the kitchen, dining and
living rooms and install new wall fram-
ing extending into the living room of
the unit. Passed 8-0.

D. Trash Violation - 4607 S. 30th
Rd.: Mr. Lowe moved to approve a
request for the reimbursement of the
$50 Trash Violation Fee. Failed 0-8.

E. Towing Reimbursement Re-
quest - 2952 S. Columbus St., C-1:
Mr. Kraus moved to approve a request
for reimbursement of a $113 towing
charge. Passed 8-0.

F. Spring Gutter Cleaning: Ms. Dies

Annual Meeting
Continued from page 7

ciation was trying to respond to the changing needs of
the community.

Jim Ahlberg, CPA, of Ahlberg & Co., the Association’s
outside auditing firm, discussed the Association’s fiscal
2007 audit, noting that the condo had made significant
progress in overcoming the storm-related operating defi-
cit of 2006.

Mike Shehadi, President and CEO of Legum & Norman,
praised the Board’s leadership, and Sarah Patterson, Ex-
ecutive Director of the DC chapter of the Community
Associations Institute, presented the Board the runner-
up award for Community Association of the Year.

Election Thanks
The election of directors was administered by a panel

chaired by Secretary Terry Placek, with members Alan
Byroade, Mary Anne Restuccia, and Andi Dies. The com-
mittee was joined by Sharon Bisdee and Ned Overton in
helping sign-in residents at the meeting.

To help with the 30th anniversary theme, the
Fairlington Historical Society presented a table with arti-
facts from Fairlington’s past. Cindy Kunz and Patty Clark
coordinated the table.

moved to contract with United Rent-
als for the rental of man-lifts for use
by the maintenance staff to clean gut-
ters on the property, at an amount not
to exceed $6,000. Passed 8-0.

G. Engineer’s Proposal - Balcony
Columns: Ms. Cassidy moved to con-
tract with Tadjer-Cohen-Edelson As-
sociates for RFP development, bid
evaluation, and engineering services
to repair the balcony columns at all
balconies in the community at costs
as follows:  $20,000 for Bid Specifica-
tions, Drawings, & RFP; $190 per hour
for maximum 32 hours of Bid Evalua-
tion & Contract Negotiation; and
Construction Administration &
Quality Assurance to be determined
at a later date. Passed 8-0.

H. Parking Lot Repairs: Ms.
Cassidy moved to contract with As-
phalt Restoration Technologies for the
replacement of the driveway aprons
at Lots 21 and 50 and for minor re-
pairs to Tennis Court #9 at a cost of
$3,565. Passed 8-0.

I. 2008 Pool Operating Hours:
Ms. Kish moved to approve the

operating schedule for 5299 total
hours for the 2008 pool season. Passed,
6-2, roll call. Yes: Ms. Cassidy, Ms.
Dies, Ms. Gates, Ms. Kish, Mr. Kraus,
and Mr. Lowe. No: Mr. Land and Mr.
Straub.

J. Pool Rules & Regulations: Ms.
Kish moved to approve the Swimming
Pool Rules and Safety Regulations for
the 2008 pool season. Passed 8-0.

K. Pre-Opening Pool Repairs: Ms.
Kish moved to contract with Conti-
nental Pools for repairs to all six swim-
ming pools at a cost of $32,721.
Passed 8-0.

L. 2008 YMCA Swim Classes: Ms.
Kish moved to authorize the YMCA
Veterans Memorial Branch to teach
children and adult swim classes, at
Pool 2 for the period June 16th
through August 15th, 2008. Passed 8-
0.

M. Tennis Court Repairs: Ms. Dies
moved to contract with Metropolitan
Tennis for repairs to the tennis courts
and for tennis court supplies at a cost
of $2,700. Passed 8-0.

Lawn Care
Month        Wards 1, 2 & 5    Wards 3, 4 & 6
May 12, 13, 14 14, 15, 16
October 13, 14, 15 15, 16, 17

Trees and Shrubs
Month  All Wards
April 15, 16, 17
May 13, 14, 15
June 17, 18, 19
July 15, 16, 17
August 11, 12, 13
September 16, 17, 18

2008 Pesticide Spray Schedule

Save paper and get your
newsletter via email.
Contact
newsletter@fairlingtonvillages.com.
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1 2 3

FridayMonday Tuesday Wednesday ThursdaySunday Saturday

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

1 2 3 4 5 6 7June

Book Group
7:30 pm

Playgroup
10 am - 12 pm
Go Green - 7:30 pm

Playgroup
10 am - 12 pm

     Playgroup
12:30 - 2:30 pm
Board Meeting
7 pm

Playgroup
12:30 - 2:30 pm

Activities
Committee - 7 pm

Variance
Committee - 7 pm

Tennis Party - 7 pm
Pet Happy Hour
6-9 pm

Pools Open
Tennis Clinic
10 am

Spring Yard Sale/
Plant Sale
8 am – 1 pm

     Playgroup
12:30 - 2:30 pm
Board Meeting
7 pm

May

    Spring Yard
Sale/Plant Sale
Rain Date
8 am – 1 pm

Tennis Committee
7 pm

      Playgroup
12:30 - 2:30 pm
Communications
Committee - 7 pm

      Playgroup
10 am - 12 pm
B&G Committee
7 pm

Tennis Clinic
10 am

      Paper Shred
9 am-1 pm
Tennis Clinic
10 am

      Playgroup
12:30 - 2:30 pm
Technology
Committee - 7 pm

PS&T Committee
7 pm

       Management
Office Closed. Trash
Will Be Picked Up.
Playgroup
10 am - 12 pm

Tennis Clinic
10 am

Tennis Committee
7 pm

Margarita Pool
Party 6-9 pm
pool 3

Playgroup
10 am - 12 pm

Meet the lifeguards
6-7:30 pm,  pool 5 


